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Does My All Really
Mean All?

By Rev. Troy Plummer

In my white mind, it took a bit to
sink in. The white electricians left
because we had persons of color on
our mission team. OK, still more
time, still sinking in. Having been
rejected from one work site for
being reconciling people, my white
mind said the electricians aban-
doned the worksite because they
noticed our women tended to have
better tool belts than our men and
had identified us as LGBTQA. In
my white mind, it was our queer-
ness that scattered the electricians
from the Katrina relief site. But
Holly knew. As a person of color
and the first person out of the van
and onto the worksite, Holly knew
racism lives on.

In my matched male-mind-male-
body being, my heart sank. I put
a transgender person at risk.

But it was just a typo, wasn’t it?
Even though the registrar smiled,
Sean’s fear of being homeless at

a reconciling meeting was real.
His experience had taught him so.
The registrar exclaimed, “I knew
it must be a mistake. ‘Sean Pat-
rick’ certainly could not be female.
I'll get you set up with a male
roommate.” If she requested legal
identification, the female birth sex
would not match the man she saw
before her. Transgender folk have
been put out on the street for less
than that.

In my temporarily-abled body
and mind, I worked hard to make
sense of the caller’s words. “Are

Continued on Page 4
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God'’s Unfolding Story

By Laura Rossbert

Once upon a time is a fine way to
begin a story, but our Christian lives
are not simple fairy tales which end
in “happily ever after.” Rather, we
find ourselves in the midst of God’s
unfolding story of redemptive and
reconciling love. This story beckons
us to be faithful disciples by reaching
out to share our stories with others
and calling them

to create a just and o)
welcoming United D
Methodist Church. el

On a rainy Sat-
urday morning in
January, thirty
folks — some who e R
drove 100 miles to
attend — gathered
in Nashville, TN
to follow the call

for an inclusive *

Church. This was

groundbreaking work in the Bible
Belt of the south, where the Nash-
ville Area Reconciling Methodists
(“NARM”) had only started meeting
last fall. All who graced the doors of
Edgehill UMC were greeted by hand-
made signs of welcome. We came to
share stories, learn valuable tools
and create an action plan for the
Tennessee Annual Conference. While
sharing delicious homemade lunch of
soup and sandwiches, we created a
vision of a more just Nashville.

As a trainer, nothing could be more
rewarding than experiencing a shar-
ing community by hearing people’s
stories. Coming from the safety of
Washington, DC to the “South,” I
had been prepared to encounter
different ways of being; however, as
people shared words of what brought

them to the training, our commonal-
ity shone through. People spoke out
of their “hope” for all to be welcome
in our churches, the beauty of “tradi-
tion,” the importance of “justice,”
and the “joy” of a community gath-
ered together to follow Jesus.

We shared many moving stories.
One gay man had been told not to
return to a specific church but then
found a home in
a loving Method-
ist congregation;
another, a former
= Mormon who came
out, found beauti-
S . ful community at a
reconciling con-
gregation. People
made themselves
vulnerable, and in
’ that intentional
safe space, we
gained healing and
power from our
stories. Some realized that if mem-
bers of their community were going
to take a leap of faith, they could
too, and members of NARM pledged
to support one another by driving
together to their meetings with
District Superintendents and, after-
wards, analyzing the conversations.

Our task at hand is incredibly
simple and wildly radical. Help our
church realize that their doors aren’t
open to all, a reality which harms
God’s children. This work can seem
overwhelming and incredibly lonely
at times, but that is exactly why

so many of us are brought into the
Called to Witness work. We build
relationships with those who might
not understand the importance of

Continued on Page 3
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Celebrating 25 Years of Ministry!

By Sue Laurie

As we celebrate 25 years of Rec-
onciling Ministries, we remember
the first congregations who chal-
lenged the majority rule of General
Conference (GC).

controversial Judicial Council ruling

that permitted bigotry against gay
and lesbian United Methodists.
Injustice can spark action ~ but let’s
not wait for more harm. For those
who attend Reconciling Congrega-

In 1984 the GC
created a brand
new rule against
the ordination of
“self-avowed prac-
ticing homosexu-
als”.' Members of
Affirmation were
ready that day.
They had planned
and prepared.
The next day

Reconciling Churches of 1984

Washington Square UMC, NYC
(merged into The Church in the Village)
Wesley UMC, Fresno, CA
St. Paul’s UM, Denver, CO
Wheaton UMC, Evanston, IL
(merged into United Church of RP)
Bethany UMC, San Francisco, CA
Central UMC, Toledo, OH
Edgehill UMC, Nashville, TN
Sunnyhills UMC, Milpitas, CA
Wallingford UMC, Seattle, WA

ways to spread
the Good News?
Consider ways

ing congregations
in your Annual
Conference.

For information
on the Recon-
ciling Process,

they greeted the
GC delegates with an opportunity

to offer a Christian response. They
invited our church family, the ones
who knew this law was a mistake, to
give witness that their church doors
were truly open to all people. Here
would be the chance to publically
affirm the lives, families, and minis-
tries of gay and lesbian people. They
were invited to become “Reconciling
Congregations”. There were ready
congregations; most of whom already
understood diversity as a gift, not a
fright, and were willing to extend an
authentic welcome to whomever God
gave them as neighbors. When you
visit their websites today, you see
ministry that goes beyond charity
and insists on justice; that does not
rest with patience for inequalities.

Reconciling Ministries has experi-
enced an acceleration in growth the
last three years ~ our list has grown
by an annual average of 20 congrega-
tions and 15 communities since the

see our website

http://www.rmnetwork.org/process.asp.

You may also order our DVD on the
Reconciling Process and contact us
for support and ideas.

New Reconciling Communities
since October 2008

Congregations:

Langley UMC, Langley, WA
Sebastopol UMC, Sebastopol, CA
Hilltonia UMC, Columbus, OH
New Horizons UMC, Columbus, OH
Franksville UMC, Franksville, WI
First UMC, Kalamazoo, MI

Communities:

Nashville Area Reconciling Ministry,

Nashville, TN

Reconciling Journey Sunday School
Class, West End UMC, Nashville,
TN @

! Bishop Jack Tuell “How I Changed My
Mind”. http://www.rmnetwork.org/other.asp.

tions, can you find

you may seed and
nurture neighbor-

Funny Thing!
Did you know that sometimes congregations achieve their Reconciling goal

and forget to let RMN know ©. Go to our website www.rmnetwork.org,
click on “Find a church” to see if your congregation is listed.

If “no”, take action. Check whether your church already has a mission or
welcoming statement that names “people of all sexual orientations and
gender identities” or “LGBT”. Contact Audrey@rmnetwork.org to see what
you need to get your congregation on the list.
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RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK
is a national grassroots organization
that exists to enable full participation
of people of all sexual orientations

and gender identities in the life of The
United Methodist Church, both in
policy and practice.
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Heterosexism/Homophobia Resolution

By Audrey Krumbach

I was bursting with excitement as I
entered Cokesbury to buy the book
seminarians fondly call “The Holy
Doorstop.” This nickname for The
UMC Book of Resolutions indicates
both the generous size and common
neglect of these valuable Method-
ist insights. These official United
Methodist declarations include
topics from ethical tourism to stem
cell research. Resolutions have the
power to guide the agenda of Gen-
eral Boards and release Methodist
agencies from the unjust policies
and funding practices of our past.
In obedience to The Resolution to
Oppose Homophobia and Heterosex-
ism, the General Board of Church
and Society has already established
a taskforce to advocate and educate
churches about these social ills. This
group will study the prevalence of
homophobia, collect stories, and
write and distribute study materials.

How to get involved:

*  Send in stories of homophobia;
Suggest resources.

+ Watch the RMN and GBCS web-
sites for upcoming resources.

*  Send a designated gift to GBCS.

All suggestions can be emailed to

Audrey@rmnetwork.org. (¥

Edgehill UMC

Edgehill UMC has been Reconciling
since 1984.

“Believing that diversity is God’s
creative intention, this congregation
values the many differences among
us. All are welcome in God’s family
and we strive to offer true welcome
here. This vision brings challenge
and with it an ongoing need for rec-
onciliation. We are willing to learn
more, to refresh our understanding.
We believe deeply that our whole-
ness as a community depends

on everyone having a place at the
table.” Rev. Judi Hoffman, pastor
Edgehill UMC, Nashville, TN. ¥

Banner from Edgehill UMC. Visit
http: //www.edgehill.org for info.

Opposition to Homophobia and Heterosexism
Submitted by Kansas East Annual Conference, adopted on April 30, 2008

WHEREAS, homophobia' is the discrimination of people perceived to be
non-heterosexual, regardless of the victim’s actual sexual orientation or
sexual identity; and,

WHEREAS, heterosexism? is a self-justifying system of homophobia that
1) perpetuates stereotypical categories of what is essentially “masculine”
and what is essentially “feminine,”

2) provides a privileged status for people who identify as culturally
defined heterosexuals, and,

3) discriminates against persons who, regardless of their sexual orienta-
tion or sexual identity, do not appear to fit within the particular category
defined as appropriate for their gender; and,

WHEREAS, actions rooted in homophobia and heterosexism, including
violence, threats, ridicule, humiliation, discrimination, isolation, and
rejection, is damaging to persons of all sexual orientations and identities,

WHEREAS, homophobia and heterosexism are manifestations of sexism in
general in that they foster stereotypes based on arbitrary distinctions of
gender categories,

WHEREAS, The United Methodist Church is committed to the eradication of
sexism (#48, 2004 Book of Resolutions),

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that The United Methodist Church strengthen
its advocacy of the eradication of sexism by opposing all forms of violence
or discrimination based on gender, gender identity, sexual practice or
sexual orientation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the General Board of Church and Society
develop resources and materials aimed at educating members of the local
churches about the reality, issues, and effects of homophobia and hetero-
sexism and the need for Christian witness against these facets of margin-
alization.

1Homophobia, “Fear or contempt for lesbians and gay men.” The American Heritage Diction-
ary (1992).

2Heterosexism, “Discrimination or prejudice against lesbians or gay men by heterosexual
people.” The American Heritage Dictionary (1992).

“God’s Unfolding Story,” Continued from Page 1

full inclusion and strengthen our ties to those
who share our common vision for our church.
With this strength we go out and make dis-
ciples boldly, knowing that we have hands to
hold and friends to lift us up when we have a
difficult interaction. In newly formed com-
munities and those that have been coming
together for decades, we find the strength to
share our stories and change our Church. The
road ahead will not be easy, but that is never
what Jesus promised to his disciples as they
set out on their paths. Being a disciple means
leaving my comfort zone of Washington, DC
to work in southern conferences, and having
faith that the way will be made known and
the divine comforter will be at my side. So, let
us go out boldly to find our shared path and
heal our beautiful but broken church!y (y
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Recent studies by the Barna group
report that 91% of young people
describe Christianity as “anti-ho-
mosexual” and thus, less attrac-
tive. Do you know a few young
people who want to change that
perception? This spring, MOSAIC
1s embarking upon a national cam-
paign of local-regional gatherings
of welcoming young adults. Gath-
erings will occur in more than 30
cities and towns, including Jack-
son, MS; Omaha, NE; Nashville,
TN and Troy, AL

Do you want to take part in this
exciting (low-cost) opportunity?

Email Audrey@rmnetwork.org or
to get these resources:

* A toolkit with information
about planning, recruiting,
and enjoying your gathering

* A conference call (9pm EST on
Tues., Mar. 10) to help plan-
ners and answer questions

* Web space on the MOSAIC

Facebook group and RMN-MO-

SAIC webpage for advertising

*  Meeting content materials:
discussion guides, introduction
strategies and more!

Come celebrate, learn, and grow
with us!

One of the most exciting things
about grassroots social movement
work is knowing that people all
over the country, whom you may
not know (yet) are working with
similar passion! To bring together
our local efforts, MOSAIC will be
publishing success photos, videos,
announcements, and stories on
Facebook, our website, and the
RMN blog! Send your regional
“w00t” to Audrey@rmnetwork.org.
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Top Five Reasons to Save For Convo

5. Plenary speakers will teach us ways
to make disciples and transform the
world

4. To worship with Marcia McFee &
Jorge Lockward

3. The estimated cost of $475 is less
than a single credit hour at many
universities.

2. To see my reconciling friends like
Caleb from North Carolina, Deborah
from Oregon, Julie from Georgia and
Becca from California.

And the #1 reason why I'm saving for
Convocation is...

1. To get a glimpse of the church as it can be: joyful, diverse, and inclusive of
all persons!!

Details about the program will be online and in the next issue of Katalyst.

Expense Overview

Costs: Registrations fees are $210 for adults and $110 for students
Room and Board: Ranges from $48 to $185 per person per night

Transportation: A shuttle from Denver International Airport to the YMCA
1s available for a special rate of only $50 (round trip)

Register and Learn More!

Go to http:/www.rmnetwork.org/convo2009.asp to register and learn more
about Convocation 2009!

“Does My All Really Mean AlI?” Continued from Page 1

you the church that accepts those people?” I couldn’t be sure from the slow
slurred speech if this was a hostile call. Whenever I hear “those people” my
hackles tend to go up. But Nancy continued, “I figured if you accepted those
people, you might accept somebody crazy like me.” After her aneurism, she
felt crazy trying to put words together. She called the church flying the rain-
bow flag to see if it was true that she could be welcome too—wheelchair and
all.

In my Midwestern U.S. mind, I had to hear the anti-gay speeches by some
African delegates more than twice to really believe them. When faced by
U.S. persons stereotyping the rest of the world, Antony, who was raised in
South Africa asked “Do we care about the struggle of our lghtq brothers and
sisters in Africa?” Yes, leaders from Kenya, Nigeria, and also Uruguay, the
Philippines, will join us at Justice and Joy in the Rockies to see what all
means to us. My “colonial” mind will have a chance to expand.

As we seek to transform our church to be the full expression of Christ’s love
where all means all including God’s Igbtqa children, we must ask of our-
selves the same transformation. For those we know—Holly, Nancy, Sean
Patrick, Antony—it may be easier, but how about for those we don’t know or
even “those people” with whom we disagree. Is our all that big? Does our all
really mean all? My gay, white, male, temporarily-abled, Midwestern U.S.
mind surely has much to learn!y (ﬂ



United Methodists from around the world, representing a diversity of sexual orientations & gender identities,
races, ages, classes, and abilities, called to be disciples of Jesus Christ and boldly proclaiming God' s justice and joy.

Dr. Marcia McFee Jorge Lockward % | Dr.AmyOden ) Vincent Cervantes
(worship leader) (worship leader) (Bible study) (preacher)
renowned consultant coordinator of United professor of History of theatrical
| inworship design, Methodist Global Christianity at Wesley performance

preaching and arts Praise Program Theological Seminary activist
Rev. Drew Phoenix "1 Rev. Dr. Eunice Musa Bishop Grant Hagiya Roland Stringfellow
{preacher) lliya (preacher) (preacher) (speaker)
openly transgender director of Evangelism bishop of the Seattle coordinator of Bay Area
United Methodist N t & Stewardship of the Area of the United Coalition of Welcoming
pastor 4 United Methodist Methodist Church Congregations and

~ Churchin Nigeria Proposition 8 activist
Evan Wolfson - Rev. John Makokha Anne Khadudu " Rev. Araceli Ezzatti
(speaker) (speaker) United | Baraza (speaker) (speaker)
executive director of Methodist pastor and Reconciling United Methodist and
Freedom to Marry coordinator of Other Methodist educator in Metropolitan Community

Sheep East Africa Nairobi, Kenya Church pastor in

of the Rockies
Y'égg P:::k, ?gllorgdo

More details iﬁ}iégi'stration at:

www.rmnelwbrk.orgfconvozoos.asp
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In Honor of...

Chris Allan

William P. Archibald

Janelle Armstrong

Nan Faith Arnold & Linda Wiland
Tim Bayless & Dan Longsworth
Martha Bentley & Becky Sechrist
Bering Memorial UMC

Rev. Grace Berlo

Debbie Berman & Rosalie Miller
Rachel Birkhahn-Rommelfanger
Anna Blaedel

John Blanda

David L. Bone

Allison Bookhout & Bruce Von Holtz
Robert Bowers’ 40th Birthday
Bree & Cheryl’s Wedding

The Bridger Family

Rev. Annie Britton

Rev. Annie Britton

Rev. Hazel Ann Burnett

Lindsay Carroll

Bill Charlton & Howard Yeager’s Wedding
“In Christ’s Name”

Lynn Church

Laurie Clark & Pamela MacDonald’s Wedding

Rev. Jeff Clinger
Barb Clinger
John Clunch & Mike Spencer

“Gifts In

Honored by...

Cheryl Fuller

Jim & LaVerne Archibald
Brian & Deana McElroy
John Thornburg

James & Maria Longsworth
Richard Bentley

James Carter & David Johnson
Leland G. Spencer IV

Lloyd & Margie Miller

Chip Aldridge

Deborah & Mark Blaedel
Daniel Ross Chandler
Douglas Grove-DeJarnett
William E. Nunn

Justin Dagit & Jim Lane
Joan Foster & Susan Virgilio
Susan S. Rosendahl

Rev. Rebecca Clark,
Richard & Shirley Harding
Deborah Maria

Deborah & Donald Carroll
Carolyne & Terry Givens
Anonymous

Cheryl & Wilbur Austin
Gary MacDonald

Barbara L. Clinger

Jeff Clinger

Jane & Robert Spencer

“My son who is gay & in whom I am very proud”Delores Cords

Pete Costello

Sandra Cox & Lori Graham
Bishop Judith Craig

Alice Cromwell

Karen & Dee Crooch

Tim Croson

Rev. April Hall Cutting

Shirley Dare

Shelly Davis & Beth Olson
Ingrid Davis

Don & Donna DeCamp

Betty & Bob Dorr

Rev. Robert Epps

Colleen & Rob Evans

Janet Everhart & Jan Ratliff
Dr. Janet Everhart

Don & Jean Fado

Gayle C Felton

Carol Ferlotti

First UMC of Eugene, OR
Jeanette Frazier & Eleira Villarreal
“Many Gay Friends”

Donald Fuelling

Mary Helen Gerwin

Joanne & Phil Gillis

Norma Graves

Constance Gray

Robert & Rollin Hahn

Rev. Trey Hall

Matthew Hanne

Laurie Hays Coffman

Joey Heath

Nancy Hilton

Dr. Bill Holmes

Steve Isaman & Robert Shegog
Sonny Jayne & Debra Schultz
Rev. Vicki Johnson

Julie & Laura’s May 11th Wedding
Fern Jo Kaukonen & Kae L. Lewis
Bill Kerr-Gray

Helen B. King

Bill & Helen King

Rev. Nancy J. Kollhoff

Janene Kuan

Sue Laurie

John Leakey & Vernon Register’s 40th
Anniversary

Jorge A. Lockward

Rev. Margaret Lofsvold
Tommy MacFarland & Daniel Nash
Brian Mann

Cara & Steve Stultz Costello
Donald & Mauvette Hurst
Beverly Gaska

Edward Hoar

Christine & Steven Mitchell
NE Statewide RMN: Marta Wheeler
OR-ID RUMs

Doris J. Rudy

Barbara & Reginald Olson
Irene C. Bullock

Barbara Hall

Donald & Barb Bredthauer
JoEllen & Stephen Ham
Robert Larson

Doris & Thomas Everhart
Mary Dale

Carolyn & Phil Wogaman
Suzanne Woolard

Leland G. Spencer IV

Pat & Ronnie Egger

Brian & Susan Scourfield-Murphy
Jay Lee & Eileen Collins Vestal
Donna Buzicky

Pearl Donald

Rev. Richard Lee Burns
Pamela Brien

Robert Cobb

Robert & Sarah Hahn
William Hall, Jr.

Rita Carter

Suzanne Woolard

Betty & Jim Hammerlee, B. Scott Peterman

Rev. Earle & Jusith Custer

Dr. James S. Eaton

Alan & Peggy Minert

Ardys & Ken Hunter

Sara Elizabeth Baron

Harold & Kathleen Tillinghast
Barbara Troxell & Eugene Boutilier
Jane Bohlen

Ralph & Susan McCaughan

Lois Wright

Dale McAllister

Kah-Jin Jeffrey Kuan & Val Toh
Amanda Udis-Kessler

Rebecca Smith, Sally Tureman, Bill & Coni
Walters

Fernando & Teresa Santillana
Deborah Maria

Denise & Thomas MacFarland
Helen & Robert Eason

of 14

In Honor of...
Deborah Maria
Claire Marich

David B. Mauzy

Bishop & Mrs. Cal McConnell
David Meredith

Rev. Herb Miller

Mark Miller

Mark Miller

Pastor Harbour Mitchell IIT
Holland L. Morgan

Jan Nelson

Madelaine Novak

Barb & Reg Olson

Reginald D. Olson

Dr. Charles Parker
Matthew Parker & Molly Vetter
Amory Peck

Amory Peck

Carolyn Pennington

Troy Plummer

Troy Plummer

Troy Plummer

Troy Plummer & Walter Treash
Rev. Jeanne Audrey Powers
Rev. James Preston

Cooper Prudent

The Staff of RMN

The Staff of RMN

Willard Robinson

Emily Robinson

Annie Ross

Vincent Sargent & Paul Zepp
Bill Sayler

Jay Schwandt & John Vessels
Rev. Dr. Martha Scott
Jeanne Smith

Wendy Smith’s PhD

“Our Childern”

Rae & Jesse Sowell III

Jeff Spelman

Rev. & Mrs. Steve Sprecher
Monica Swink

Harold & Monica Swink
Tabernacle UMC

Bishop Melvin Talbert

Rev. Dawson B. Taylor
Larry & Nancy Tingle
Travis Park UMC

Bishop Jack & Marji Tuell
Jeremy Vetter

Ann Warner

Dr. Brian Watson

Joy T. Watts

Beth Whitaker

Patience Whitworth

Ralph A. Williams

Mariol & Tom Wogaman
“My son and daughter”

Julie Bruno & Sue Laurie Wedding...

Jim & Betty Hammerlee, Monica Pellman, Carol Anne Leach, Curtis & Jeanette Bartz,
Deborah Maria, Harold & Monica Swink, Jayson Kerr Dobney, Julia & Thomas Martin,
Julie A. Arms, Linda Lambert & Amory Peck, Marcia Hauer & Jeanne Knepper, Meg
Carey, Rev. Alice Ann Glenn, Robbie & Tom Ausley, Robin T. Ridenour, Shirley M. Dare,
Shirley W. Cooper, Suzanne W. Fountaine, Dwight & Linda Vogel, Joy & Bill Watts, Carol
& Douglas Wingeier.

Honored by...

Hazel Anne Burnett

Carol A. Harrison, The Temple Wood
Family

David C. Smith

Deborah Maria

Suzanne & Rod Clark

Bertino Marro

Helen McCabhill, Kathleen Stolz
Amanda Udis-Kessler
Katherine Mitchell & Eve Epstein
Ron Moss

Christine & Steven Mitchell
Suzanne Fountaine

T. Todd Masman

Charles & Patsy Simons

Dr. James S. Eaton

Jay & Maureen Vetter

Bonnie Chandler-Warren

Craig & Sharon Parrish
Deborah Maria

Jim & Betty Hammerlee
Blaine & Sharon Rader

Rev. Donald & Katherine Sinclair
Jerome Stemnock

Rev. Dr. Maruine C. Waun
Jane Susan Eesley

Craig Pigg & Michael Prudent
Rev. Franklin & Martha Kuhlman,
Deborah Maria

Katherine Joy Robinson

Trudy Robinson

Jeanne F. Martin

Ira & Mary Zepp

Dorothy & Piet Knetsch

Carol & Stanley Legenc

Bea & Stephen Fraser-Soots
Leland G. Spencer IV

Jay & Maureen Vetter

Jospeh & Paula Snider
Annette & Jesse Sowell
Kathleen Stolz

Deborah Maria

Jim & Elaine Gragg

Duane Moore

Allison Jay Bookhout & Bruce Von Holtz
John Brown & Deen Thompson
Jim & Sherri Babcock

Mary Jo Ozment

Fred & Mona Kandeler

James & Nancy Knowles-Tuell
Jay & Maureen Vetter

Mary Lee & Nicholas Warner
Rev. Charles Chipman

Charles & Patsy Simons
Martha & Richard Whitaker
Evelyn H. Kummerle

Dr. James S. Eaton

Carolyn & Phil Wogaman

Julia Young
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“Gifts In

In Memory of...
Myron W. Bahr

Bill Brennan

Dan Campbell

Paul Erlandson

Marilyn L. Felton

Lynn Garth

Rev. Dr. Henry L. Gerner
Evelyn M. Gilson

Roy Gongloff

Peter Grasty

David R. Jansa

Jean Howie Johnson
Deacon Judy Kerr

Linda Lee Kraeger
Dieter Lohrke

Rev. Ron Markel
Gregory Joseph McKendry, Jr.
Doug McLeod

Patricia Nunn

Joyce Peacock

Jackson Pittman Ravenscroft
Rev. Bill Robbins

Rhoda Stockwell

JoAnn L. Sturgeon

Wayne Vinyard

Rev. Donald Wade

Gordon L. Wedgewood
Charles Norman Whitaker
Katharine White

Joseph Lynn Wiley

Bruce & Virginia Hilton...

of 144

Remembered By...
Dorothy C. Bahr

Julie & Paul Atkins

Rev. Katherine A. Bullard
Joanne Green

Suzanne Woolard

Jeanne Garth

Dorothy L. Gerner

Wendy Smith

Paul & Nancy Gongloff
Andora Pangburn

June & Rudolph Jansa
Charles Beltz & Mary Johnson
Nashville Area RMN

Violet Hardies Klaseen
Melinda & Milton Stibal
Miriam Chamberlain

Violet Hardies Klaseen

Jerry & Susan Hagans
William E. Nunn

David Baldridge

Day Ravenscroft

Amy Jo Bur, David Mauzy, Nina Nichols
Gregory & Jade Dell, Dave & Nancy Hester,
Deborah Maria, Shirley A. Perkins, Carol &
Douglas Wingeier, Hugh Wire
Elizabeth A. Fimbres

Richard Bates & Joe Santoyo
Miriam Wade

Mary Frances Wedgewood
Jack & Janet Mueller

Jim & LaVerne Archibald
Thomas E. Wiley

John & Julie Auer, Evelyn Beason, Ellie Charlton, Alice Ann Glenn, Nancy S. Grodhaus,
Ann W. Hunt, Ruth & Wilburn Rambo-Brown, Eleanor & Hans Spiegel.

Bruce Hilton...Helen Andrew, Betty & Paul Beeman, Bingham McCutchen LLP, Michael &
Rebecca Christensen, Betty & Bob Dorr, Anonymous, Rev. Donald & M. Jean Fado, Donna
& Kenneth Fors, Larry L. Fox, Lila & William Head, Nancie Hughes, Jack H. Leibler, Jean
Rowe Lieber, John V. Moore, Iola & Loren Mullins, Bruce & Lillian Venner, Joy T. Watts,
John & Loretta White, Rick Williams.

Virginia Hilton...Chuck Chipman, Shirley W. Cooper, Iola & Loren Mullins

New Board Members

Vincent Cervantes is our new board member from
MOSAIC. He lives in California and is attending the
University of California, Riverside with a double ma-
jor in psychology and religious education. He and his
partner Ben have been united in covenant for two years.
Vincent says his main efforts have been shaped around
speaking out against ministries like Exodus and in their
attempts to enable LGBT folks to “change”. Vincent
participated in the 2007 Soulforce Equality Rides and
volunteered at General Conference last April.

Rosario L. Quifiones is a member of the Greater New
Jersey Annual Conference. Rosario is a lawyer and a
CPA licensed in Puerto Rico, with experience in account-
ing, tax, and audit of non-profits. She received a Master
of Divinity from Perkins School of Theology in 2004

and is currently a Ph.D. candidate in Biblical Studies:
New Testament and Early Christianity in the Graduate
Division of Religion of Drew University. Rosario and her
partner started the first LGBT church in Puerto Rico

in 1994. Together, they have been involved in various
LGBT ministries in Puerto Rico, Columbia, Mexico and
the U.S.y (y

2009 Reconciling Sunday

By Audrey Krumbach

New worship materials are now available from the Rec-
onciling Ministries Network website and office. In 2009,
we encourage all United Methodist churches to observe a
Reconciling Sunday that celebrates and proclaims God’s
radically inclusive love.

We seek to open our hearts and lift our eyes toward a vi-
sion of full inclusion of Every Body, in Every Place, with
Every Diversity and in Every Circumstance. We believe
that as we seek to love our neighbor, our lives and com-
munities will be transformed into wholeness in the Body
of Christ. This radically inclusive justice is God’s joy and
will become our joy.

Materials for this prophetic worship celebration are
available online at hitp: //www.rmnetwork.org/prayers.
asp and by calling the RMN office at 773-736-5526.y; (ﬂ

An Affirmation of Faith
For a Sunday of Justice and Reconciliation

I believe it is a matter of faith to stand up for those
who cannot stand up for themselves.

I believe it is a matter of faith to recognize equally and
love all members of God’s human family. There are
no exceptions to God’s love.

I believe God’s creation is good, beautiful and sacred;
therefore to condemn any portion of God’s creation
is to condemn a portion of God. This is sin.

I believe Jesus Christ came to us to free all people
from sin and to make disciples — people willing to
live Christ’s discipline of love and justice for all.

I believe the Holy Spirit is that power within us that
gives us courage and stamina to face the truth and
to live it, even to die for it, as Jesus died.

I believe in the resurrection, the victory over death,
and the truth that is life for all in Jesus’ name.

Glory to God, the One in Three: Creator, Savior, and
Holy Power of love.

From 2009 Reconciling Sunday materials and published in Shaping
Sanctuary, p. 91, adapted by Ruth Duck and Maren Tirabassi
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Reconciling Ministries Network

3801 North Keeler Avenue, Third Floor
Chicago, IL 60641-3007
Address Service Requested

Save a tree! To receive future Katalysts electronically, email sarah@rmnetwork.org

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_1

Together, we can make a difference! I want to make a financial
commitment of $ to Reconciling Ministries Network.

[] 1 will send a check. [] My check is enclosed.
I:' I prefer to charge my pledge to my Mastercard, Visa or AMEX.

Card Name

Card Number

I:' Please contact me about setting up monthly giving.

Name |:| I am Clergy.

Address

City / State / Zip

Home Phone / Cell Phone

|
|
|
|
|
|
I ] 1 will send a check each month or quarter. [ ] Please remind me.
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Email

D Sign me up as a new Reconciling D Please do not list my name in RMN’s
United Methodist. Annual Report of givers.

D Sign me up for RMN’s weekly email D This is a new address or correction.
digest.

_—_—_—_—_—_—__J
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About Katalyst

A quarterly publication of RMN,
this Katalyst and other editions
are available online at http:/www.
rmnetwork.org/katalyst.asp. Hard-
copies of the most recent editions
can be ordered at:

Reconciling Ministries Network
3801 North Keeler Avenue
Chicago, IL. 60641-3007
Phone 773.736.5526

Fax 773.736.5475

Email info@rmnetwork.org

For semi-monthly updates on
movement happenings, sign up
for the Flashnet! eNewsletter at
http://www.rmnetwork.org/Flash-
net.asp.

RMN is a non-profit corporation
with 501 (c)(3) status. All financial
contributions are tax deductable to
the fullest extent of the law.



