Discipline Paragraph or Resolution Number 161F
Suggested Title:  Proposed total rewriting of Paragraph 161F

Total Number of Pages: 4 (includes signature of petitioners)

General Church Budget Implications:  None

Global Implications:  Yes

¶161F as follows:  (Proposed total rewriting of Paragraph 161 F)

F) Human Sexuality

As a part of the Body of Christ, we affirm all people are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God.  We affirm human sexuality as God’s good gift to all persons as an intrinsic part of our personhood and as a rich, complex element of human life.

Our tradition spells out the importance of a comprehensive approach to human sexuality that relies on an examination of scriptural principles, an application of the tenets of Wesleyan theology, and a prophetic witness to God’s grace in a broken world.  We believe that each of these sources mandates hospitality and welcome to all of God’s people within the life of the church.

We call all people to responsible stewardship of this sacred gift of human sexuality.  We reject all forms of commercialization, abuse, and the exploitation of relationships.

As a denomination we are conflicted regarding homosexual expressions of human sexuality.  Regardless of deeply held personal positions by faithful people, in naming the truth of our differences we seek to dissolve the wall of hostility between us and to be the Body of Christ together.  The apostle Paul confirms this when proclaiming “As it is, there are many members, yet one body.”  While recognizing the inevitable differences of opinion, we pray for compassion in the midst of differing perspectives.  As disciples of Jesus Christ transforming the world, we commit ourselves to continued study, prayer, and holy conferencing, while seeking understanding in love.  

We commit our life together to the eradication of homophobia and heterosexism.  We implore church members, clergy, and church leaders not to reject or condemn church members and their families and friends based on gender identity or sexual orientation.

All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status, sexual orientation, or gender identity are entitled to have their human and civil rights ensured and to be protected against violence and all forms of discrimination.  We oppose laws of any state or nation in which imprisonment, death, or any punishment is based on gender, gender identity or sexual orientation. We call for strict global enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation of all persons and for effective protection, guidance, and counseling for exploited persons.
Rationale:

This rewrite reflects current understanding of the complexity of human sexuality.  As parents of children condemned by the church, we acknowledge the power of the church in shaping the values of parents. Current language has contributed to rejection of children from families, the church, and to suffering and suicide.

We, the undersigned, respectfully submit this petition to Gary W. Graves, Petition Secretary, for consideration at United Methodist General Conference 2012
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Rev James M Evans, Jr.
Identification of the Petitioner: Pastor, Crescent Avenue UMC, Fort Wayne, IN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  260-424-4509
Fax Number: (if applicable)   260-424-4510
E‐mail Address: (if applicable)  pastor@caumc.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner:  Blair Barbour
Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Euclid UMC, Oak Park, IL
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 708-420-4366
Fax Number: (if applicable) 708-848-3031
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  blairbarbour22@gmail.com
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Faith M Buss

Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Richfield UMC, Minneapolis, MN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  612-825-2319
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) NA
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Helen F. Andrew
Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  914-631-6530

Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) Helen@ldandrew.com
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Joy T. Watts
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member UMC of Uniontown, OH
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  330-699-4421
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) joytwatts@sbcglobal.net
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Robert A Swing
Identification of the Petitioner: Lay member, Holston Annual Conference, First UMC, Oak Ridge, TN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 865-777-4668
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) rjswing@tds.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Carolyn Pennington
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, Wesley UMC, Eugene, OR
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 541-344-9328
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable)  gc_pennington@comcast.net
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Carol Waymack
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, Woodland Park UMC, Seattle, WA
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 206-276-9609

Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  carolwaymack2@yahoo.com
Date: August 26. 2011

Signature of the Petitioner: Robert C. Dorr
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, First UMC, Omaha, NE
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  402-333-7064
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) bobcdorr@cox.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner:  Elizabeth M. Dorr
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, First UMC, Omaha, NE
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  402-333-7064
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  bobcdorr@cox.net
