Discipline Paragraph or Resolution Number: Footnote 3 of ¶311.2 (d)

Suggested Title:  Remove discriminatory language about homosexuality.

Total Number of Pages: 5 (including signatures of petitioners)
General Church Budget Implications:  None

Global Implications:  Yes

Amend Footnote 3 of ¶311.2 (d) as follows (Found in the twelfth paragraph of the footnote, on p. 215 of the 2008 BOD):
The General Conference has made it clear in the “Doctrinal Standards and Our Theological Task” (Part II of the Discipline) that Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason are our guidelines. “United Methodists share with other Christians the conviction that Scripture is the primary source and criterion for Christian doctrine.”

In the Social Principles, the General Conference has said that “we do not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.” Furthermore, the Principles state that “we affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is expressed in love, mutual support, personal commitment, and shared fidelity between a man and a woman. We believe that God’s blessing rests upon such marriage, whether or not there are children of the union. We reject social norms that assume different standards for women than for men in marriage.” Also, “we affirm the integrity of single persons, and we reject all social practices that discriminate or social attitudes that are prejudicial against persons because they are single.”

Rationale:

With the removal of the 'incompatibility  phrase' from the Social Principles, its restatement here should also be eliminated.  Likewise, the removal of the limitation of marriage to one man/one woman would require its being dropped from this footnote.  Both these phrases are glaring examples of discrimination against sexual minorities.

We, the undersigned, respectfully submit this petition to Gary W. Graves, Petition Secretary, for consideration at United Methodist General Conference 2012
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Rev James M Evans, Jr.
Identification of the Petitioner: Pastor, Crescent Avenue UMC, Fort Wayne, IN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  260-424-4509
Fax Number: (if applicable)   260-424-4510
E‐mail Address: (if applicable)  pastor@caumc.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner:  Blair Barbour
Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Euclid UMC, Oak Park, IL
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 708-420-4366
Fax Number: (if applicable) 708-848-3031
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  blairbarbour22@gmail.com
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Faith M Buss

Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Richfield UMC, Minneapolis, MN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  612-825-2319
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) NA
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Helen F. Andrew
Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  914-631-6530

Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) Helen@ldandrew.com
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Joy T. Watts
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member UMC of Uniontown, OH
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  330-699-4421
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) joytwatts@sbcglobal.net
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Robert A Swing
Identification of the Petitioner: Lay member, Holston Annual Conference, First UMC, Oak Ridge, TN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 865-777-4668
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) rjswing@tds.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Carolyn Pennington
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, Wesley UMC, Eugene, OR
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 541-344-9328
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable)  gc_pennington@comcast.net
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Carol Waymack
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, Woodland Park UMC, Seattle, WA
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 206-276-9609

Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  carolwaymack2@yahoo.com
Date: August 26. 2011

Signature of the Petitioner: Robert C. Dorr
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, First UMC, Omaha, NE
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  402-333-7064
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) bobcdorr@cox.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner:  Elizabeth M. Dorr
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, First UMC, Omaha, NE
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  402-333-7064
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  bobcdorr@cox.net
