Discipline Paragraph or Resolution Number: Article IV of Constitution of the United Methodist Church 

Suggested Title:  Expand List of Marginalized Groups Not to be Excluded

Total Number of Pages: 5 (including signatures of petitioners)

General Church Budget Implications:  None

Global Implications:  Yes

Amend Article IV of the Constitution of the United Methodist Church as follows:

The United Methodist Church is a part of the church universal, which is one Body in Christ.  The United Methodist Church acknowledges that all persons are of sacred worth.  All persons without regard to race, color, national origin, status, economic condition, gender, gender identity, marital status, sexual orientation, and ability shall be eligible to attend its worship services, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments, upon baptism be admitted as baptized members. And upon taking the vows declaring the Christian faith, become professing members in any local church in the connection.  In The United Methodist Church no conference or other organizational unit of the Church shall be structured so as to exclude any member or any constituent body of the Church because of race, color, national origin, status, economic condition, gender, gender identity, marital status, sexual orientation, or ability.
Rationale:
Originally adopted at the uniting General Conference (1968), this section of the Constitution has been amended because it is currently incomplete.  Current version does not even include “gender”.  God gives us new understandings of our exclusion and/or discrimination.  Amendment updates the list of marginalized groups to be included.

We, the undersigned, respectfully submit this petition to Gary W. Graves, Petition Secretary, for consideration at United Methodist General Conference 2012
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Rev James M Evans, Jr.
Identification of the Petitioner: Pastor, Crescent Avenue UMC, Fort Wayne, IN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  260-424-4509
Fax Number: (if applicable)   260-424-4510
E‐mail Address: (if applicable)  pastor@caumc.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner:  Blair Barbour
Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Euclid UMC, Oak Park, IL
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 708-420-4366
Fax Number: (if applicable) 708-848-3031
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  blairbarbour22@gmail.com
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Faith M Buss

Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Richfield UMC, Minneapolis, MN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  612-825-2319
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) NA
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Helen F. Andrew
Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  914-631-6530

Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) Helen@ldandrew.com
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Joy T. Watts
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member UMC of Uniontown, OH
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  330-699-4421
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) joytwatts@sbcglobal.net
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Robert A Swing
Identification of the Petitioner: Lay member, Holston Annual Conference, First UMC, Oak Ridge, TN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 865-777-4668
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) rjswing@tds.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Carolyn Pennington
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, Wesley UMC, Eugene, OR
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 541-344-9328
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable)  gc_pennington@comcast.net
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Carol Waymack
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, Woodland Park UMC, Seattle, WA
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 206-276-9609

Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  carolwaymack2@yahoo.com
Date: August 26. 2011

Signature of the Petitioner: Robert C. Dorr
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, First UMC, Omaha, NE
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  402-333-7064
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) bobcdorr@cox.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner:  Elizabeth M. Dorr
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, First UMC, Omaha, NE
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  402-333-7064
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  bobcdorr@cox.net
