Discipline Paragraph or Resolution Number: ¶162J

Suggested Title: Update Civil Equal Rights

Total Number of Pages: 4 (including signatures of petitioners)
General Church Budget Implications:  None

Global Implications:  Yes

Amend ¶162J as follows:

Equal Rights regardless of Sexual Orientation and gender identity—certain basic human rights and civil liberties are due all persons. We are committed to supporting those rights and liberties for all persons, regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity. We see a clear issue of justice in protecting the rightful claims where people have shared material resources, pensions, guardian relationships, mutual powers of attorney, civil marriage, civil unions, and other such lawful claims attendant to contractual relationships including that involve shared contributions, responsibilities, and liabilities, and equal protection before the law. Moreover, we support efforts to stop violence and other forms of coercion against all persons, regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity

Rationale:

In an increasing number of states, legal language includes several hundred contractual rights and responsibilities under the categories of civil marriage and civil unions. This amendment makes clear our commitment to equal rights.  Adding ‘gender identity’ insures that another marginalized group, transgender persons, is fully included in church and society.

We, the undersigned, respectfully submit this petition to Gary W. Graves, Petition Secretary, for consideration at United Methodist General Conference 2012
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Rev James M Evans, Jr.
Identification of the Petitioner: Pastor, Crescent Avenue UMC, Fort Wayne, IN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  260-424-4509
Fax Number: (if applicable)   260-424-4510
E‐mail Address: (if applicable)  pastor@caumc.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner:  Blair Barbour
Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Euclid UMC, Oak Park, IL
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 708-420-4366
Fax Number: (if applicable) 708-848-3031
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  blairbarbour22@gmail.com
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Faith M Buss

Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Richfield UMC, Minneapolis, MN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  612-825-2319
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) NA
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Helen F. Andrew
Identification of the Petitioner: Member, Memorial UMC, White Plains, NY
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  914-631-6530

Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) Helen@ldandrew.com
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Joy T. Watts
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member UMC of Uniontown, OH
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  330-699-4421
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) joytwatts@sbcglobal.net
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Robert A Swing
Identification of the Petitioner: Lay member, Holston Annual Conference, First UMC, Oak Ridge, TN
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 865-777-4668
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) rjswing@tds.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Carolyn Pennington
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, Wesley UMC, Eugene, OR
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 541-344-9328
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable)  gc_pennington@comcast.net
Date:  August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner: Carol Waymack
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, Woodland Park UMC, Seattle, WA
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone: 206-276-9609

Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  carolwaymack2@yahoo.com
Date: August 26. 2011

Signature of the Petitioner: Robert C. Dorr
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, First UMC, Omaha, NE
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  402-333-7064
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable) bobcdorr@cox.net
Date: August 26, 2011
Signature of the Petitioner:  Elizabeth M. Dorr
Identification of the Petitioner:  Member, First UMC, Omaha, NE
(i.e. – “Member of Local Church”; “Secretary of Annual Conference”)

Phone:  402-333-7064
Fax Number: (if applicable) NA
E‐mail Address: (if applicable):  bobcdorr@cox.net
