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M arriage matters.  "No matter 
what language people speak--from  Ara-
bic to Yiddish, from Chinook to Chinese-
-marriage is what we use to describe a 
specific relationship of love and dedica-
tion to another person.  It is how we ex-
plain the families that are united be-
cause of that love.  And it universally 
signifies a level of self-sacrifice and re-
sponsibility and a stage of life unlike any 
other." (Wolfson, Why Marriage Matters, 
p3, 2004) 
 
Where does our country stand on mar-
riage for our same sex children? Just 10 
months after the Supreme Court struck 
down the Defense of Marriage Act in 
June 2013 the number of states issuing 
marriage licenses to same sex couples 
has increased from 12 plus the District of 
Columbia to 17 plus DC.   Currently 29 
states have legislation relating to same 
sex marriage pending. Within the next 
few years many of those states are ex-
pected to join the ranks of those issuing 
licenses to same-sex couples. Marriage 
by our pastors and in our churches is 
sure to be an issue again at General 
Conference 2016. Can the UMC agree 
that we disagree or, better yet, look at 
Jesusô and the Bibleôs teachings on 
love?  Let us hope so or society will 
have left the UMC severely behind! 
 
Internationally some of the countries of 
our Central Conferences are examining 
same sex marriage also with love win-
ning out.  See tablesðright and p. 8. 

W 
e celebrated and cele-
brated and felt blessed on 
the day of our sonsô wed-
ding.   Starting with a 

Holy Union, they reaffirmed their vows 
in a quiet wedding in Canada three 
years later.  You see our boys believed 
in their right to be married in the eyes 
of the church and the nation andéso 
do we, their mothers.   
 
So, we celebrated with our sons and 
around our sons embracing their joy 
and happiness and their commitment 
to each other and ultimately to us their 
families.  We were so happy and proud 
that our wonderful, talented, kind sons 
had found that special person who 
loved them and with whom they would 
spend the rest of their lives.  We 
laughed and prayed together on that 
warm summer afternoon under the 
canopy of aging trees.  We listened to 
their minister share the blessings of the 
Lord.  Our sons spoke of the love that 
they shared and of their dreams and 
hopes for their future lives together.   
Each of us, their families and friends, 
held them close as we witnessed the 
beginning of their new family, a new 
sprout on the tree of life.  
 
And now after 10 years, their life to-
gether has proven to be  
strong, caring and committed.  Yes, 
they have faced many of the chal-
lenges other young couples have en-
counteredéleaking hot water heaters, 
unexpected bills, sicknesses, the death 
of loved ones, and challenging jobs.  
Even with lifeôs hurdles their love, 
teamwork, and commitment to each 
other have grown. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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T 
hey have been in love for so long...found each other in 
college and made it through the tough years of medical 
school and first years of teaching.  Itôs been a typical 
relationshipépatiently learning how to live together.  

Who will do the laundry and who does the disheséyes, every 
night is best!   

 

When I received the call that Colby had asked him to get mar-
ried, my heart raced.  Finally, after nine years they are making 
the commitment!  Nate was so happy; his voice was quivering.  
Yes!  Let the planning begin!   

 

The wedding is still months away and we are in the throws of the 
many details.  Through it all we see how normal it is.  We are 
nervous, anxious and wondering if everything really has to cost 
that much!  But my son finally gets to marry the love of his life!  
We will get through it all!   

 

I give thanks for the people who support them and are encourag-
ing them.  It is such a blessing to be able to know that they can 
share their commitment with their friends and family.  My earnest 
prayer is that my United Methodist Church would also be able to 
celebrate their happiness.   O God, continue to inspire us! 
 

Marriage Matters after Nine Years  

By Faith Geer ñSt Paul UMC, Allison Park, PA  

W 
hile in some annual con-
ferences, same gender 
weddings and commitment 
services are now being 

performed regularly in the spirit of 
ñBiblical obedience.ò  In many other an-
nual conferences, as we are well aware 
from the trial of the Rev. Frank Schaefer, 
clergy risk trial and the possible loss of 
orders as in the case of Rev. Schaefer. 

 

I recently spoke with a clergy colleague of 
mine in the West Ohio Conference about 
his involvement in the wedding of two gay 
men.  Pastor ñSteveò as I will call him 
shared with me about his experience.  In 
this case, one of the partners in the mar-
riage was a former staff member of the 
congregation that Pastor Steve served.  
The staff member and his partner had 
moved out of state, but they told Pastor 
Steve that when they got married, they 
wanted him to perform the service. 

The couple moved to a jurisdiction in 
which same gender marriage is legal, and 
when they were ready to get married they 
contacted Pastor Steve.  He recom-
mended a United Methodist congregation 
in which they could be married.  Pastor 
Steve called the church to ask about the 
possibility of his involvement in the wed-
ding service.  He learned that the congre-
gation has a policy that calls for at least 
two clergy to perform a same gender 
wedding. At the service three pastors 
including Pastor Steve participated in the 
marriage service for the couple.  Family 
and friends joined them at the service. 

 

I asked Pastor Steve why he decided to 
participate in the marriage service of 
these two gay men?  Steve replied that 
he had been their pastor.  He had the 
same responsibility to them as he did to 
any couple that wanted to be married.  
He felt it was his pastoral duty. 

When I ask Pastor Steve why it is impor-
tant for United Methodist pastors to have 
the right to share in marriages for same 
gender couples, Steve said, ñIt is a matter 
of pastoral care and social justice.  We 
start the relationship at baptism.  We wel-
come them.  We canôt treat one differently 
from another.  It is one of the joys and 
duties of being a pastor.  I see no distinc-
tions.ò 

 

In closing Pastor Steve described his 
theology of marriage.  Steve believes that 
the couple and God are doing the work.  
The pastor is privileged to share in that 
experience.  He declares that clergy 
should be grateful that folks turn to them 
for a blessing from the pastor whom the 
couple sees as Godôs representative. 

 

 

Marriage Matters ña Matter of Pastoral Care and Social Justice  

Why United Methodist Pastors Risk their Orders in the Cause of Marriage Equality  

By Rev Jim Waugh, Grove City Trinity UMC, Grove City, OH  

 
Three years ago when a beautiful new-
born baby came into existence, our two 
sonsô happiness erupted again, binding 
their families and friends into an even 

tighter family circle.  There was such joy.  
And there was a little exhaustion too. 
 
So, we celebrated and celebrated and 
felt blessed with all of the joy and beauty 
that life holds for our sons.  We celebrate 
now for our beautiful, incredible grand-
son. 

 
With love from their Mothers- 
 

Nancy Unger Lekberg 
Cynthia D. Dickerson 

(Continued from page 1) 
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I 
 recently read a powerful story by 
a UMC parent whose LGBT child 
was deeply affected by bullying 
when he sought to join friends 

going on a Youth Mission Trip.  For 
Julie Wood writing of her beliefs re-
garding her son's sexual orientation, 
"Being gay is no different than my 
eyes are blue...Blue is not better or 
something that I chose, they are just 
blue....Sexual orientation is just no 
different than any other God given 
characteristic."  The youth minister 
felt differently; if you haven't seen 
"Shamed: How the UMC contributed 
to my son's death", please consider 
reading this moving -- and chilling -- 
blog posting at www.rmnblog.org/ 
and search for ñshamedò.   
 
I wish that I knew that this kind of bullying 
was an anomaly. But I have heard too 
many heart-rending true stories told by 
my LGBT brothers and sisters of their 
experiences of rejection by the Church 
they grew up in. I have wept to hear of the 
suffering that has taken place -- and con-
tinues to take place --because of attitudes 
and practices that discriminate against 
LGBT persons in the United Methodist 
Church. 
 
 

I know that other denominations and relig-
ions have denounced, excluded, and pun-
ished individuals who are open about 
their sexual orientation or nonconforming 
gender expression.  But there's some-
thing about coming from a tradition based 
on the Three Simple Rules of John 
Wesley, the first of which is to "Do no 
harm"!  As a parent and as a Christian, I 
feel we have a moral imperative to protect 
the innocent from the harm that occurs as 
a result of bullying in all its forms.  
 
Currently, there are two bills that are re-
ceiving strong bipartisan support in both 

the US House of Representatives 
and in the Senate: Safe Schools 
Improvement Act (SSIA) and Stu-
dent Non-Discrimination Act 
(SNDA). Surveys show that 80% of 
high school students who are or 
are perceived to be LGBT are sub-
jected to bullying (including cyber 
bullying) by way of harassment, 
discrimination, intimidation and 
violence. Bullying is a serious 
problem that contributes to LGBT 
students' higher risk for depres-
sion, self-harm including suicide, 
and dropping out of school.  
 
Schools need to be safe places for 
LGBT students to know they will 

receive support if bullied and that they will 
be as free to learn as any other stu-
dent.  Churches need to be safe places 
for young people, and for all people. We 
can help make the United Methodist 
Church safe by not ignoring or excusing 
discriminatory or bullying behaviors if/
when we see or hear of incidents.   With 
others in your congregation you can make 
a public statement that clearly proclaims 
the church to be a safe place, a church 
where all are equally included and pro-
tected from harm --  
a Reconciling Church. 
 

Protecting Our Children from Harm  

By Blair Barbour,  Euclid UMC, Oak Park, IL  

S 
tarted in time for the 
2004 General Confer-
ence, rainbow stoles 
have been a part of 

United Methodist Annual and 
General Conferences through-
out the US, worn by those wish-
ing to proclaim that they are 
committed to full inclusion of 
lesbian, gay bisexual, trans-
gender and queer person in the 
life and policy of the UMC.  
Signifying the diversity of God's 

ordained kin-dom, PRN volunteers have faithfully made over 
7000 stoles for General Conferences in 2004, 2008, and 2012 
and at RMN convocations in 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011 and 
2013.  More are planned for GC 2016. 
 

After many years of organizing this effort by Helen King, then 
Helen Andrew,  a new Stoles Chair has volunteered to take on 
the task for our joint Convo with MFSA/RMN in the summer of 
2015 and for General Conference in Portland, OR in 2016.  
Anne Lewis, long time member of Woodland Park UMC, in 
Seattle, WA, comes with years of quilting and sewing experi-
ence, preparing paraments and 
banners for the sanctuary, and 
quilts for children at risk.  She is a 
skilled organizer, currently serving 
as office coordinator at her church.  
Says Anne, "This is a big challenge, 
but I am looking forward to it.  I look 
forward to working with all the vol-
unteers across the country." You 
can contact Anne at her home 
church at  
woodlandparkumc@gmail.com. 

7000 Stoles and Counting...  


